
Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Abbeydore and Bacton Group Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

Agreed
Yes No*

I. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of

the accounting statements.
We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this

authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

4, We providedproper opportunity during the year for

the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5, We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effectivesystem of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

7 r We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in repons from internal and external audit.

We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either

during or•afterthe year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

ION We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT

and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

Yes No

'Yes'means that this authority:

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts andAudit Regulations.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in

its charge.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to

inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee ofa local
trust or trusts.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data

management and has complied with proper practices in

doing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

05/05/2026

and recorded as minute reference:

ABPC/MW/134 Item 7.2

abbeydoreandbactongroup-pc.gov.uk

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Abbeydore and Bacton Group Parish Council

Year ending

'1
g Balances brought
forward

2N (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

3- (+) Total other receipts

(-) Staff costs

5, (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

(-) All other payments

7B Balances carried

forward

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

9A Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

10. Total borrowings

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures in the

accounting statements above
exclude any trust transactions?

31 March
2025

15,345

9,200

8,584

5,536

7,544

20,049

20,049

86,990

Yes

31 March
2026

20,049

10,200

10,322

6,159

18,930

15,482

15,482

88,240

No

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest El. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report EO orNil balances. All figures
must agree to underlying financial records.

Total balances and resewes at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.
Total alnount of precept (or for [DBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

Total expenditure orpayments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure orpayments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

Total expenditure orpayments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.
The value of all the property the authority owns it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at

31 March.

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third patties (including PWLB).

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

20/04/2026

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

05/05/2026

as recorded in minute reference:

ABPC/MW/134 Item 7.3

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were ap roved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
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Abbeydore Bacton Group Parish Council

1

2024-2025

Actual
141.51

9,200.00
440.00

3,158.50
3,157.00

1 ,687.00

17,784.01

5,536.08

6.75
89.26
86.00

54.66

23.20

239.40
35.00
40.00

129.99
77.50

920.00

3,960.00

140.00
120.00
90.00
80.00

150.00

250.00

18.00

1 ,034.80

13,080.64

4,703.37

2

2025-2026

Budget
150.00

10,200.00

4,000.00

1 ,700.oo

16,050.00

5,850.00

95.00

100.00
85.00

95.00
60.00

275.00
35.00
50.00
50.00

50.00

130.00

5,000.00

140.00
120.00
90.00

80.00

150.00

100.00

250.00

1 ,705.oo

40.00

1 ,500.oo

16,050.00

2025-
3

2025-2026

-2026 Year End Approved

Income

4

Bank Interest Lloyds TSB
Annual Precept

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

-E

E

E

E

E

E

E

-E

Actual
84.40

10,200.00

619.00
4,800.00

3,533.85

250.00
1 ,034.80

20,522.05

5,902.54
134.76
66.00

121.08

97.00
43.00

45.10
230.12

47.00
40.00

150.00

880.00

4,800.00
5,382.30
2,236.90

120.00
90.00

80.00

150.00

250.00

1 ,069.86

200.00
9.00

2,943.81

25,088.47

4,566.42

20,048.68
15,482.26
2,500.00

3,200.00
2,500.00

250.00
3,932.26
3,100.00

0.00

Lengthsman Scheme Grant 2023-2024
Draina e Grant 2023-2024

Len thsman Scheme Grant 2024-2025
Draina e Grant 2024-2025

Ditching Scheme Grant 2025-2026
Len thsman Grant 2025-2026
Uncashed Cheque Dore Abbe

Vat Recovered
Total Income

Expenditure
Administration Clerks Salary

Employer NIC
Lloyds Bank Char es

Expenses
Statione / Consumables
Computer Software PAYE

Computer External Back Up 2 years
Posta e

Insurances
ICO Re istration

Audit

Abbeydore Defibrillator
Bacton Defibrillator
ov.ukWeb & Email

Abbeydore Villa e Hall Repairs
Agency

Lengthsman Scheme 2023-2024 Drainage
Len thsman Payment 2024-2025

Len thsman GPC 2024-2025 Match Fundin

Draina e Grant Work 2024-2025

Lengthsman Scheme Grant 2025-2026
Minor Ditching Scheme Grant 2025-2026

Len thsman Scheme 2026-2027

Lengthsman GPC Match Fundin 2026-2027
Dore Abbey Function Support

Bacton Function Support
Abbeydore VH Meetin s

Bacton VH Meetin s

Dore Community Transport
Paupers Grave Project

Trainin
Other Expenses

Parish Maintenance
New Notice Board Bacton

New Notice Board Cockyard
Meetin Room Electric
Elections Costs / Fund

VAT Paid
Total Expenditure

April 2025 Opening Balance
March 2026 Actual Closin Balance
Elections Costs Provision
Villa e Hall Support

Lengthsman and PRoW Pro•ects
Dore Compostin Toilet
Contin ency
33% Precept
Total Unallocated Reserves

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

5

2026-2027

Budget
100.00

1 1 ,200.oo

3,000.00

3,975.00
18,275.00

6,020.00
150.00

100.00
125.00

100.00
50.00

60.00

275.00
35.00
250.00
130.00
130.00

150.00

3,000.00
2,500.00

140.00
120.00
90.00

80.00

150.00

100.00

250.00

40.00

295.00
1 ,500.oo

15,840.00

2,435.00

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

E

6

2027-2028

Budget
100.00

1 1 ,200.oo

3,000.00

1 ,500.oo

15,800.00

6,145.00
155.00

100.00
125.00

100.00
50.00
95.00

60.00

285.00
35.00
250.00
50.00

50.00
150.00

4,000.00
1 ,500.oo

140.00
120.00
90.00

80.00

150.00

100.00

250.00

40.00

180.00
1 ,500.oo

15,800.00

2025-2026 Year End Approved



Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Abbeydore and Bacton Group Parish Council

abbeydoreandbactongroup-pc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on thebasis of an assessnnent of pisk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with thig authority g needc and planned coverage.On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the Internal audit conclusions are gummapised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequateIo meet the needs of this authori'ty.

Internal control objective

AS Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept tht"ougl'lout the financial year.
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payrnå?nts were gwpprjrtaycJ by invoicee, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its oblectjves and reviewed the adequacyof arrangementg to manage these,
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against

the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate,
Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices. vropef'Jy recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriätety accounted for,

Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appropriately accounted for.

Gn Salaries to ennployees and allowances to members were paid in accorclänce with this authority2s
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained,
Periodic bank account reconciliationswere properly carried out during the yean

E,

E

L.

Accounting staternents prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash booke supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlyjng records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself ae exempt from a lirnvted assurance review in 2024/25. it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance

of its 2024/25 AGAR tick "not covered")

The authority published the required Information on a wehsite/wehpage up to date at the time of the
Internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislatione

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correetly provided for a period for the exercise of

public rights as required by lhe Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period.
were public rights in relation to the 202425 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied Wüth the publication requiretnents for 2024/25 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

O. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to cligital and data
cojmpliance

P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitabe) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee

Not
Yes

No Not applicable

For any other risk areas identified by thig authority adequate controls exjgtéd (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undeltaken

Signature of person who
carried out the intennal audit

Name of person who carrted out the Internal audit

Date (aoue
the response is fho$ please state the implications and action being:taken to address any weakne$$ in control identified (acid

separate sheets if needed).
If the response is anot covered' please state whenthe most recent internal audit work was done in this at&ä and when it is next planned;

if coverage is •not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add $epatäte sheets •if needed).

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
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Explanation of variances — pro forma
bhræofsrnalerauhority: beydore& Bacton Gmup Parish Co il

County area cot-ncisand
Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes
Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the

green boxes where relevant:
• variances ofmore than 15% between totals for incividual boxes (except variances of less than 200);
• variances of E 100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation yearon year;
• New from 2025/26 onwards: variances of E500,OOO or more in Box 3 require explanation regardless of the %
variation year cn year for smaller authoriteswith income and/or expenditure exceeding

Explanation Automatic responses trigger below based on figures
Variance Required?

•

utDONOT OVERWRITETHESE BOXES

Explånattoii of % variance from PY opening baiåncéhot
quired - Balance brpught forward agrees

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

7 Balances Carried Forward

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

2024/25

_15,345

4,584

7,544

2025/26

20,049

10,322

18,930

88,240

Variance

1,000

1,738

623

o

11,386

1,250

o

10.87%

20.25%

11.25%

0.00%

150.93%

1 440/6

0.00%

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

NO

NO

Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supportinq fiqures)

Plus Lengthsman I Drainage Grant 2,179 Plus unpresented cheque 250 Less VAT recovered 653

Plus Lengthsman / Drainage Grant 8,419 Plus New Notice Boards 1 ,270 Plus more VAT
recovered I ,909 Less Dore Abbey Function Support 140

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments an 86,990

10 Total Borrowings

Rounding errors of up to 22 are tolerable

Variances of E200 or less are tolerable



Bank reconciliation — pro forma

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. It must agree to Box 8 in the

column headed "Year ending 31 March 2026" in Section 2 of the AGAR — and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are prepared on a receipts
and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented cheques should be entered as negative figures.

Name of smaller authority: Abbe dore & Bacton Grou Parish Council

County area (local councils and parish meetings only):

Financial year ending 31 March 2026

Prepared by (Name and Role):

Date:

M Walker Clerk & RFO

20/04/2026

Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/2026:

[add more accounts if necessary]

Petty cash float (if applicable)

account 1

account 2

account 3

account 4
account 5
account 6
account 7
account 8

Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/2026 (enter these as negative numbers)

[add more lines if necessary]

item 1

item 2

item 3

item 4

item 5

item 6

item 7

item 8

Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/2026

8,262.7

12,505.2

(80.00)

(529.36)
(328.89)

(4,445.76)

98.4Un cleared deposit

Net balances as at 31/3/2026 (Box 8)

item 1

20,767.9

(5,384.01)

98.4

15,482.3



Abbeydore & Bacton Group Parish Council
Bank Reconciliation Apr-25 to Mar-26
Balance of transactions entered
Total uncleared deposits
Total uncleared withdrawals

15,482.26
0.00

80,00-
Balance to a ree with bank statement 15 562.26

Date Reference Account Class
28-May-25 001052 1 su

Date Reference Account Class
3-Mar-26 001079 1

Abbeydore & Bacton Group Parish Council

mr

Uncleared deposits:
Description
Cheque Cancelled
Totals

Uncleared withdrawals:
Description
Bacton Villaae Hall
Totals

12:16 pm 28-May-26

Invoice No Amount

0.00

Invoice No Amount
80.00-
80uoo-
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